
BRECKLAND DISTRICT COUNCIL 
 
Report of:  Paul Claussen: Deputy Leader and Executive Member for Economic 

Development & Growth  
 
To: Cabinet: 21 March 2022 
 
Author: Andrew D’Arcy: Planning Policy Manager 
 
Subject:  Local Plan Update: Call for Sites 
 
Purpose: To seek approval to undertake an initial consultation on a ‘Call for Sites’ 

exercise to invite anyone with a potential development or Local Green Space 
site to submit it to the Council for consideration as part of the Local Plan 
process.  

 
 

 

Recommendation(s):  
 
That Cabinet resolves to approve the release of the attached Local Plan Update Call for 
Sites information for a minimum of 6 weeks consultation  in accordance with Regulation 18 
of the Local Planning regulations1 It is recommended that the consultation would begin on 
Monday April 4 2022 and end at 17:00 on Friday 20 May 2022. 
 

 

1.0 BACKGROUND 
 
1.1 The process for preparing a Local Plan is set out in the Planning and Compulsory 

Purchase Act 2004 (as amended) and Town and Country Planning Regulations (Local 
Planning) 2012 (as amended). The first stage of the plan making process is set out in 
Regulation 18 of the 2012 regulations and requires local planning authorities to 
undertake a consultation with residents, businesses, statutory consultees and a wide 
range of other relevant organisations to find out what issues the plan ought to address. 

 
2 CONTEXT 
 
2.1 It is necessary at the start of a Local Plan process to invite potential development sites 

to be identified at this early stage, so they can be properly assessed for their suitability 
and acceptability through the plan preparation.  There are 2 separate ‘call for sites’. The 
first is a call for development sites. These can be for any form of development including 
residential, industrial or commercial. The second is a call for Local Green Spaces. These 
are areas of land that are of particular importance to a local community. Further 
information on each of these is provided in the guidance notes. 

 
2.2 The 'Call for Sites' is the opportunity for individuals, landowners and developers to 

suggest sites within the District for development over the next 20 - 30 years. The site 
suggestions submitted to the Council will assist the Council in being able to understand 
what sites are suitable, available and deliverable and then to use that to inform future 

                                                
1 Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended) 



work on the emerging development strategy.  
 
2.3 The call for sites exercise will not determine whether a site should be allocated for 

development. However, it will help identify a potential pool of sites for further 
consideration through a range of technical work. This will help to inform future 
decisions on allocations in the new Local Plan. The Council will conduct a technical 
assessment of land put forward and look to include appropriate available, suitable and 
deliverable land within the new Local Plan. 

2.4 The Council has undertaken similar call for site exercises in the past. However, as 
this is a new Plan with additional questions on deliverability and availability, it is 
important for Cabinet to note that sites previously submitted to the Council for 
consideration will not be considered as part of the review of the Local Plan. Only 
sites that are submitted through this exercise will be considered further. It should be 
noted that identifying sites and buildings in the assessment does not guarantee their 
inclusion in the Local Plan or that planning permission will be granted.  

 
2.5 The call for sites identifies sites which have the ‘potential’ for housing and 

employment development. It is also important to note that the call for sites applies to 
other potential land use that an owner / interested party considers should be 
considered through the Local Plan process. For example, a site could be identified 
for future open space, retail, leisure or other uses. The relative suitability of 
suggested sites will then be considered by the Council taking into account its 
preferred development strategy, the overall development needs as well as any 
constraints including the likely impact of any development on the environment. The 
outcome of the assessment will be made publicly available.  

 
2.6 Local Green Space (LGS) designation is a way to provide special protection against 

development for green areas of particular importance to local communities. This is set 
out in the National Planning Policy Framework that allows for the designation of land 
as Local Green Space to protect green areas of particular importance to them subject 
to a series of criteria including that it should be: 

a) in reasonably close proximity to the community it serves;  

b) demonstrably special to a local community and holds a particular local 
significance, for example because of its beauty, historic significance, recreational 
value (including as a playing field), tranquillity or richness of its wildlife; and  

c) local in character and is not an extensive tract of land. (Paragraph 102) 

2.7 The Call for Sites represents the first formal stage of the update of the Local Plan. It 
will be followed by further consultation (at Regulation 18 stage) on Issues and Options. 
This will raise questions on the most appropriate approaches and locations for 
supporting sustainable growth in Breckland, given the need to protect historic and 
natural environments and deliver supporting infrastructure. It will also invite 
stakeholders to consider potential approaches that could be taken to a development 
strategy for the new Local Plan, including for example, incremental suburban 
development, planned growth of existing settlements, freestanding settlements and 
urban extensions. 

 



2.8 The starting point for any development strategy is that Breckland will seek to meet its 
identified needs for growth and development through suitable, available and 
deliverable sites, as required by government policy. It is therefore important for the 
Council to understand the type, scale and location of possible future development 
opportunities. This is an unconstrained call for sites and not restricted by an agreed 
development strategy. It will not dictate future discussions over the preferred 
development strategy and, for example, if the council were to agree a strategy in the 
future where insufficient sites have been identified to meet it then an additional call for 
sites may be required. The Call for Sites process is instead a way of understanding the 
sites and ideas that are out there and that could help us meet the Council meet its 
needs as work on the Plan progresses.  

 
 
3 REASONS FOR RECOMMENDATION(S) 
 
3.1 The Preparation of a Local Plan is a statutory requirement. Plans must be underpinned 

by an appropriate evidence base, much of which is required at an early stage of the 
preparation process to inform future decisions over development strategies and 
allocations.  

 
3.2 To start the process of preparing the Local Plan Update, the call for sites exercise is 

standard practice at the start of preparing a Local Plan as it helps to identify what level 
of land availability might exist to meet the area’s needs and which sites may be worthy 
of additional protection from development.  

 

4 EXPECTED BENEFITS 
 
4.1 An up to date Local Plan is a key investment in the District that helps the Council to 

shape where developments can take place in the District to maximise environmental 
benefits and ensure the provision of appropriate transport links, provide for a variety of 
homes to meet local needs, built to an appropriate  standard, create policies that 
address the causes and potential impacts of climate change, and the improvement of 
biodiversity, inform providers of infrastructure the types of infrastructure and community 
facilities to benefit both existing and new residents, and support new and growing 
businesses so that people can work locally to minimise commuting. 

 
4.2 If the Council does not have an up-to-date Local Plan, development will still take place. 

However, it may not be able to use its own local planning policies to help decide where 
development should go, and will be less able to require the schools, open space and 
road upgrades that are needed to support development. 

 
5 IMPLICATIONS 
 
5.1 In preparing this report, the report author has considered the likely implications of the 

 decision - particularly in terms of Carbon Footprint / Environmental Issues; 
 Constitutional & Legal; Contracts; Corporate Priorities; Crime & Disorder; Data 
Protection;  Equality & Diversity/Human Rights; Financial; Health & Wellbeing; 
Reputation; Risk Management; Safeguarding; Staffing; Stakeholders /Consultation, 
Timescales; Other.  Where the report author considers that there may be implications 
under one or more of these headings, these are identified below. 

 



 Carbon Footprint / Environmental Issues  
 
5.2 The consultation will be undertaken using electronic forms of communication wherever 

possible to reduce use of paper copy. 
 

Constitutional and Legal 
 
5.3 The call for sites consultation is being undertaken in accordance with Regulation 18 of 

the Town and Country Planning Regulations (Local Planning) 2012 
 

Corporate Priorities 
 

5.4  The Local Plan Review aligns with the following strategic priorities in the Breckland 
Corporate Plan 2021–2025. 
 

 We will improve housing supply in Breckland. 

 We will shape our planning service and the Local Plan to deliver our sustainability 
goals. 

 
Staffing and Financial 

 
5.5 The Planning Policy team has sufficient staff resource to prepare and undertake the 

consultation. Support will be needed from the corporate communications and web 
teams.  

 
Stakeholders / Consultation 
 

5.6 The Call for Sites papers have been discussed at the All Member Briefing on the Plan 
held in January 2022. If approved they will be made available for anyone to submit 
suggestions for sites.   
 
Risk Management 

 
5.6 The main risks relate to the impact on the Local Plan timetable if this consultation is not 

undertaken at this stage. The timetable requires close project management of the key 
milestones. This first stage consultation is identified as the first milestone in the Local 
Development Scheme and therefore should be met for the overall production of the Local 
Plan to be kept on schedule. 

 
5.7 There may be a risk that the consultation generates negative comments from residents 

when raising issues around development needs and future locations. This is part of the 
Local Plan process, which is mitigated by ongoing and meaningful engagement with 
communities. It is proposed that this will be the first of a number of consultations, as well 
as ongoing discussions with communities, to ensure that the Local Plan once adopted 
has been clearly communicated and understood by all. 

 
9 WARDS/COMMUNITIES AFFECTED 
 
9.1  All 
 
Appendices 



 
Call for Sites Paper: Development Guidance Notes 
Call for Sites Paper: Development: Form 
Call for Sites: Local Green Spaces: Guidance Notes 
Call for Sites: Local Green Spaces: Form 

Background Papers:- None  

 
Lead Contact Officer 
Name and Post:  Andrew D’Arcy: Planning Policy Manager 
Telephone Number: 07775036582 
Email: Andrew.darcy@breckland.gov.uk 
 
Key Decision: No  
 
Exempt Decision: No  
 
This report refers to a Mandatory Service.  
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